V Education Focus
Learning
to last a
lifetime
Liferacy centers aim

to improve adults’
work and famzily skills

By DANIELLE PANUSH
Staff Writar

QUNT VERNON — On
MTucsday and Thursday

evenings, a tiny neighbar-
hood police station on Kulshan
Avenue turns into n classroom for
neighborhood residents.

Yuung adults, most of whom afe
recent immigrants from Mexico,
guther around tables in front.of dry-
Lrase boards and setde in for an hour
gr more of English langoage tutor-
ing:

© Hthey're well-behaved, little ones
can play quietly at & pint-sized table
und chairs, while their parents rns-
late shopping lists into terms such as
braceoli or French bread.
. A tulor guides lessons at ench
*bie. Flash cards, newspaper adver-
cements and plastic coins are tools
-or mastering Lhe complexities of the
English language.
. Tedious grammar excrcises and
cumbersome vocabulary tests are

Everson of La Conner Thursday.

Dalsy Aron (left) learns English from Klara
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Matt Wallis / Skeglt Valley He

Korl Crane (center) teaches English Thursday In the Motint Vernon Kulshan Craek Nelghborhood Statlon to Emmanuel Cruz (left) and M;

Hernandéz (right). Tutors from Ska|

on Tuesdr:_xys and Thursdays.

ubsent from these laggunge lessons.
The students have jobs and families,
leaving very little time for polishing
their English skills.

Tutoring sessions are boiled down
to what is' necessary for getting by in
a grocery store, n job interview or an
emergency situation.
Grammar comes along
with ime.

A place to learn

English as a sce-
ond language is the
most popular subject
at Skagit County's
seven adult learning
centers, which have
papped up since the
Best PLACE program
gave Skagit Literacy o
big financial boost last
year.

Skagit Literaty

originally sturted at Skagle Valley
College before Skagit County Com-
munity Action Agency adopted it

The nonprofit organization —
which also administers scrvices such
as the Women, Infant and Children
program, veteran's ndsistonce and a
homeless shelter — operates Skagit
Literaey ont of its office in Mount
Vemon.

Major expansion started in Sep-
tember of 2000, as Skagit Literucy
became the adult leaming poriion of
Best PLACE, the distribution pro-
gram for Skagit County’s 21st Cen-
try Community Learning Centers
Grant, The $20 million federal grant
over three years is aimed at improv-
ing literacy rates. !

Best PLACE's contribution of
$147,000 to the progrum set into
motion a plan to scatter adult learn-
ing centers throughout tit county.

Six staff members and 56 active

voluuteers carry out tutoring ses-
sions for about 120 adults who want
to learn basic skills they didn't learn
from fornal schooling.

Program coordinator Bill Heakel
said an estimated 24,000 and 28,000
Skagit County residents cannot read
well enough to decipher job applica-
tions or shure books with their chil-
dren.

“If that's even close to true ... die
problem is huge,” Henkel said,

Sharpening skills

About 60 percent of the adults
who visit Skagit Literacy leaning
centers seek help with English, Most
have recently emigrated from Span-
ish-speaking countries and represent
varied levels of English knowledge.

Some speak English well but lack
solid reading skills, One student

See LEARNING, Page A6

r

glt Literacy teach English as a second language and other basic education skills to adults at Kulshan Cn

About the centers

. B Shaglt Literacy has lgaming

centers In Anncortes, Concrate,
La Conner, Mount Vernon and
SedrEWunlmﬁg A Burlington site
Is In the warks, {

Free tutoring is available to
adulls Who want to prepare for;
the GED high schap! equivalenc
axam, leam English or worll on
other basio sidils.

‘Volunteers are needed for afl
canters, especidlly those th
Burlington; hount Verhon and
SedrtWoolley. Tutars must cor
mitho (Wolhours por weok for st
months. The next training ses-~
slonfor.tutors is sol for Friday,
June 8, and Saturday, June 8.

Anyone Intarested in becom;

|- Ing atutor or-a student m&y cail

the Skagit County Commurity

. Action Agency at' 3604167585




e e 3

.Eoo.u_m.gmcxm__g
1iBs@Usnuedp 2 lew-s A Jo GETZOTY
-09€ 1B payoeal aq ueo usnued ajjsjueq |

*Spaau _Sjuapnls 199 W
03 uea K913 353q 913 op 0) ue[d SJ0IN) pOE SI0Y
-eurprooo ‘umefold OV 1d 159 99 JO AU
313 U0 9ALNY) 0) SNUNUOD §1910ID AP UM
*9a5 puR 1BM 0}
aAsy 1M Ao} Ing Pres [OYUSH ‘SeA[esway
urmsns pinod Arjenusiod sieiasd Surmrear
oy} sueswr Joqe] IeojunjoA Fulsn puw s13)
-uas Surirwa] 9 10 0ar ou 03 s SmArg
-sdno18 afe ojur nonuonpa Sunuatidey
JO PTaISuI SOITUE]. 9INue Jo81u) juy) Sweld
-o1d SungEalo ‘saolAles AowIAl §,Ayunod Iyl
70 [fe 9jeuIpIona 1apaq 01 ST mod s JajuoH
"pIus [57UaH ,,'10] 5w
-pung s,91917 SSUNQ JO SPUL| 9y} I8 SPIEMO]
Fuiaow a1,94 jeq) SBUTYI JO SpULy YL,
*srefjop 1e1s sjeand pue oqgnd JoRRIE 01 U
81} SaNSST — SenIiqesip Sumies| Pim s)upe
Surdjay pue Lowvrayy A[rmEe] UO SI0Ul SNOO]
oy surpafoxd sy SuiSuend st Aowreyr] NSES
‘pres
19§USY ,,3,10M 17 10q ‘19A210] U0 0F 0) Jueid
OV 1d 15°€ 9 9T pmom am jsnoiaqo,,
*sazdxa Jue1d ;eaf-09ny) ap UM
218] T SI0JUaO SUIEIEa] 9ty MOY UIBlI0Un
st 11 998png s Loexayr] uBeNg Jo wred jsadm
a3 dn apewr sey 9umawmILA03 Ajunod £q pan
-qIstp *Asuowr jueis [elapa] a3y asnesaqg
‘suogenop ajeand
JO JUNOUIe [[2UlS B PUB 9)8)S 91 Woy 000°0TS
‘Kepp pITU() 3 Moy Jeak yowa OO)‘cE Inoqe
soAtaoar ureiSord oy, -198png [ennue § 1me1d
-o01d a1} Jo QQO‘LF1S S19A09 jueid sivjua)y
Fuuies] LIMuo)) 1517 s, A1ano) 13eys
*S19j
-uah Fumureay ai woddns o3-s[qe[eAE o [[IM
Kauow ySnoua IamegM ST AJUTEN00UN 155851

SYL 's1B9A maJ B UI 2IT JOOf [{IM AouId
-] NSEYS Jeyam 2umsM ST IY PES {oUSH
awigy soao0 dn Sudssy

-pes oys , ‘ool & oyum o} ysfduy ySnoua
mony ordoad maym sy 3red 3s3q a4y,
‘Bumpremal
K194 J01M3 B SE 9WIN) I9Y SPUI] UOSISAYH
*aJ1s Y291 URySINY] 9 I8 SI139jUn
-]OA 1N0GE PlES UOSISAT ,‘AJ[UNUIos OURe]
2y} ur paAjoAul aq oy o1 o[doad ISOW,.
*3UIT} SWES atf) I8 Wty
woiy Furwrea] puw o[doad Supyoeay ul paisa
-I2JU1 o1¢ AOT) 2SMUIAQG I92IUNJOA SIO 150
PIus “Iajuad oIy UBYS[NY 21 SURY OS[E oym
10]RUIPIO0D 139IAN[OA B ‘TOSIDAY vIMY
"Pres [90oH
.o o1y Jo [je a1etp 1no 1saf s, yeay mox,
*ssa1901d Suryew pue 1ampedo) swg yonw
os Buipuads Ia1y¥ 9AEa] SIUIPNAIS 93s 01 JINO
~LJTp 11 pUy SI29JUAJOA PUB SIBqWaW J¥IS
*JAAO ST HOSEaS A1) JO1JB 2ABI] [[TM ‘SP[al) [BI0]
ur JIom Oym ‘sjuepms 253y} Jo Auww s19ad
-Sns [9Yuay "SIsuss Fuluies| AR 0jul SUAp
-n3s 9FenSue| ysnSug Jo Xxnpyul ae jySnoiq
se 1saAler di[n} U], *9ARD] SIAYI0 S[IYM
‘weido1d ol MIEM YOIIS SIBIPNIS dWOS
*sa18atens Sugoea) pue sepind Apms Juipuaw
-Wo%al AQ S191OE9) SuIn-1sIg asep djay §103
-UIPIo0s 109)UN{0A "siren Ajeaosiad repnuis
2IBYS OUA SJHapNIS PIM peygmewt aIe Aa

zansyupoy 401\ JUSPNIS

. Aapssaoau 8,11 asnYIaq
gSyIUT V3] 01 33Y I,

e

Uoy ], ‘SI[DPE T7Oral 0] MOY UT 35IN0D {fSBId
© SI0IN] S9AIS BOISsas Sumren puayosm y
3 ‘pres
[oYU9] . 'Wayl YIm aouanjed STy oyM 200
-aWO0s ST Paau SJUSPTS INO IBUYM JO YON],
*syuaprys jsotr djog
0} S[IyS pazijeroads paan 3, uop A543 N0 pug
TOOS SIOI 130e0 Jurires] pies [Buap ng
‘Sut
-junep oq ued Jead v gowa) 01 BullsAUNOA

aluy} SuLayQ

JuawafeInoolo kNXa IAJJ0 puR W) [IIM
1020102 0] 9[GE 3 [[IM OUA 51031y feuosiad
A sjuepmis Supgolpur £q Bapi 1Y) JequIcd
0} ATl SIOJRUIPIOOD JI2JUR[OA PIES [oNUSH

“pres ay

«'d19y4 puodaq a1, A3y} 18T JUTY U0 9M,,

: " -osmEd

50| © SB UI2S SIWNAWOS e AJRIali] 'S8 yons
S[ID{s d1seq YoB] oYM SIMpR pIes [aXuap]

‘[e1ouad Wy

UORE3npa JNoge PaSeInoosIp 1923 pUR UAIP[IYD

su jooyos ul seousuadxa peq pey sjuapnis

oo Simures] Auely ‘enualed Surimes] nowp
azyeas synpe djoy o3 st [eo8 puooas 9y,

“pres 19yudy ,‘Jou axe Aaty pue
paziueouaury Sumioseq aIv SpR 1YL,

i)

-1ed 1123 Jo je sassedins uoneonpa §,UAIp

-[4o o) USYM pauiels 2w Ualjo saIfitue]
jueiSrurr o sdiysuonjgjal pres [ayuol

‘[00Y05 UY SUIULILa] aIe uaIp

-0 ;e sTs 98enSuey ysiSug o wim dn

dooy o3 JueAs A9) 2SNE39q SIAJUAD L) 0} SUI0I

U2}JO KNPV "S|I[Iuey Iyl usyifuams [Jim
e SIS Pring wioy d[ay 03 ST ISIF oyf,

'sjeod

faewud oml 2aonoe siuapnis diay 0) JALnS
S10JN1 pUE SIWSW JJEIS 19)ua0 Futurea]

*puS [a3[UaH ,‘TOROSIIP INO UT WA
saysnd Afeal et Sumgiowos aq 01 108 §,11,,
‘uLIp[Iyo O3 0] J00q B pral
3,u0 A5t jeyy wonezieal s)uared Jo uopeid
-rmur ‘sso] qof wox JupnpAus SpNOUT SIU2AD
SurSueyo-oJ1] Yong "$Isi0es SuruIRs] 9 WOy
dppy ¥oas o} sjjnpe idwoid Afensn sasu)

: fenuajod Suizieay

Suuoin 10§
12151391 SJUOPNYS USGM 53] B YBnoIy: sassaul
-ypam pue sipfusns Fumwwa] urewas AJnuapt
ues Katy) InqQ ‘SeNI[IqESTP yons asouseip o)

_ paygrenb j0U oIe SISQUISW JFEIS ASRISN] I[OPY

*£IIqesTp SUMUIBI] JO ULIO] SWIOS JABY SjUap
-1Js 253t} JO J{eYy 15ea] 18 S9JeWmss Jayusy

‘poydip Aouaeamba ?onom Y3y e preMo}

Supyiom Jo ouseo Tesof v 3¢ qof 1aneq © 198

0} so[qe) uoneondnmu SunLEs] — UOBEINPd
a1seq Yoos szomed Iojued Juiuiza] 19YIQ

. T4

-poop) oy e sse[o 1eindwos ¢ ayw o) susid

oy ‘stondwos pim jrom o3 gsrdug ySnous
Mo 01 93f] pmoa zanSupoy Alewmin

*SULIE

KoqreA 1edei je s1a31oM-00 ST 0] i1 0} LI

0] 401589 31 SUDJEW ‘S[[L{S HOOESISAUOD YSI|
-Sug sry paaoidurr oABY SUOSSI] QI Pres 9]

*Kepsiniyj, uo Uois

-sas Suuom e Suunp pies zendopoy ‘Ares
-§909U §,}1 asnedaq Usnduyg wwa[ 03 97 1,

oM

107 STIDIS ystfug siy aroxdun 03 9)1s Y1)
uRYSINY 241 SPUINE ZanSIPoY I0IJIA
*paau Jo joAg] A19A0 1001 0} £ s1010],

'SeiEIg paiify

a3 ur qof 8 pury 03 YS[Iu Wes] o} pajuem

puEe ‘eIssmyf wWoij 23133p s, 19ISEW B Sp[oy

TV 88ed wou} panuuog

SIS d8endue] YPim d[9Y IO SIBIUID SUNLILIT



